
Choosing a Course

What’s the most important thing to look for in a golf course?

Look at its overall reputation and location.  Are the facilities kept in good condition?  Is there enough customer service?  Is the course staff excited about your tournament and willing to help?  These things will determine the overall impression for your tournament. Price is important, but it’s not the most important. 

When I visit the course, what should I look for?

Consider that your players will spend five hours on that course, so it needs to be nice. This may be a one-time opportunity for somebody to play the course or interact with members of the Mary Kay independent sales force. 

Taste the food, and look at banquet facilities. Some courses require you to use in-house catering while others may allow you hire an outside caterer.  

How important is price in the overall decision?

Of course, it’s important.  But often, you really do get what you pay for.  Consider the right impression.  A low budget golf course may not attract enough golfers to make a successful tournament. Many golfers choose to participate in a tournament based on the course.

What about the day and time of year?

Everyone wants their tournament on a Friday or a weekend.  However, that can become  pricey and difficult to schedule.  Don’t be afraid to schedule on a weekday.  Golfers enjoy taking a day off work to play.

Your location and weather will determine the best time of year for a tournament.  

Questions to Ask When Negotiating

1.  What responsibilities fall under the course to manage?  (Such as golf pairings, handling golf bags, range balls, cart signs, etc.)

2. Have you hosted a golf tournament before?  What worked, and what didn’t?

3. Do you have any ideas for games at the event?

4. Will a pro or assistant pro be on site and willing to give tips to golfers?  (This comes in handy because many of these golfers may only play two to three times a year.  Or maybe there are brand new golfers just coming out to support The Mary Kay Foundation.)

5. Is the course willing to offer coupons in the goody bags?

